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Figure 1. Mean wind stress (vectors) and wind stress curl (colors) averaged over Aug 1999 - Jul
2002. Red shading shows negative curl (downwelling in the northern hemisphere) and blue
positive curl, in units of 10  N m , with (stretched) color key at right. The scale vector is in the−7 −3

Gulf of Mexico. Gray shading on land indicates altitudes greater than 250m. The three mountain 

gaps referred to in the text are marked with arrows on the Atlantic side; from north to south these
jets are denoted Tehuantepec, Papagayo, and Panama


